[Evaluation of the clinico-therapeutic response to oral gold salts in patients with rheumatoid arthritis].
The authors investigated the possible correlation between blood concentrations and clinical outcome in 38 auranofin-treated patients with rheumatoid arthritis, diagnosed according to ARA criteria. The results showed that the whole blood gold concentrations did not correlate with the clinical parameters investigated and some laboratory findings. The authors discuss this lack of correlation, suggesting that a clear genetic disposition can interfere with the clinical response, affecting the metabolism and kinetics of the drug.